Paragraph  #2  of  p.  112  (22  March  1979)  of  DWP's  1978-1979  letter  to  SRP 
reads  as  follows: 

Mother  noted  in  Tuesday’s  Tribune  and  WSP  spoke  about  yesterday  the 
article  which  I  enclose— ’Welsh  Writings  in  Pa.  Archives’  [The  Scranton 
Tribune,  Tuesday,  March  20,  1979,  p.  9].  WSP  thinks  that  we  should  in- 
vestigate  both  texts — 'Welshmen  as  Factors'  and  'Our  Welsh  Heritage.'" 

An  original  copy  of  the  newspaper  article  in  question  was  appended  by 
DWP  to  p.  112  (22  March  1979)  of  his  1978-1979  letter  to  SRP.  It  is  from 
that  original  copy  that  the  copy  that  is  reproduced  below  was  produced. 


The  Tribune.  Scranton.  Pa. _ Tues..  Mar.  20. 1970—9 

Welsh  Writings 
In  Pa.  Archives 


Lt.  Governor  William  W. 
Scranton  III,  on  behalf  of  the 
Bureau  of  Archives  and  History 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Museum 
Commission,  accepted  two 
major  writings  on  the  Welsh 
People’s  contribution  to  the 
United  States  and  particularly 
Pennsylvania. 

Donald  Hughes,  Montrose, 
incoming  president  of  the  St. 
David’s  Society,  presented  the 
books  at  the  annual  St.  David’s 
dinner  in  Scranton. 

Scranton  in  his  remarks  noted 
that  William  Penn  had 
originally  proposed  to  name  his 
Commonwealth  “New  Wales” 
because  of  its  great  similarity 
to  the  Welsh  countryside.  As  a 
compromise  to  the  King  of 
England,  however,  the  name 
Pennsylvania  was  accepted. 

The  first  book  presented, 
“Welshmen  as  Factors"  is  an 
original  copy  of  a  text  published 
in  1893  by  Benjamin  Hughes  of 
West  Scranton.  Released  under 
the  penname  of  William  Penn 


the  book,  originally  presented 
in  essay  form  to  the 
International  Eisteddfod  of  the 
World’s  Columbia  Exposition, 
traces  the  initial  settlement  by 
the  Welsh  in  America  and 
details  the  major  contributions 
made  by  this  race. 

The  society  also  presented  for 
inclusion  in  the  Archives  a 
copy  of  the  work  “Our  Welsh 
Heritage”,  a  publication 
written  by  Dr.  Islyn  Thomas, 
O.B.E.,  a  member  of  the 
Scranton  St.  David’s  Society. 
Dr.  Thomas’  book,  recently 
released  under  its  fourth 
printing,  is  a  thorough 
compilation  of  Welsh  history 
and  traditions  and  sets  forth  the 
basis  of  the  Welsh  claims  of  a 
Welsh  settlement  in  America 
almost  300  years  before 
Columbus. 

Copies  of  these  texts  will  also 
be  provided  to  the  Historical 
Societies  in  Susquehanna  and 
Lackawanna  Counties. 


